[The effect of hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy on the prognosis after hepatectomy for hepatocellular carcinoma].
The effect of hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy on the prognosis after hepatectomy for hepatocellular carcinoma was investigated in patients with risk factors for recurrence. The risk factors for recurrence after hepatectomy were defined to be metastasis in the liver (+), portal tumor embolus (+), and tumor larger than 5 cm in diameter. Out of 87 patients with hepatocellular carcinoma who underwent an operation in the past 7 years in our hospital, 60 survived for more than 1 year and were enrolled in our study. Thirty-eight of them showed one or more risk factors for recurrence, and were considered to be the high-risk group. These 38 patients were divided into two groups: one group of 19 treated by hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy using mitoxantrone, and the other group of 19 given no treatment. The survival rates and non-recurrence rates were compared between the two groups. The survival rates after 1 and 3 years for the group treated by hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy were 94.7% and 54.7%, respectively. The survival rates for the non-treated group were 53.9% and 32.8%, respectively (p = 0.012). The non-recurrence rates after 1 year and 3 years were 94.7% and 44.2% for the treated group and 52.6% and 23.6% for the non-treated group (p = 0.005), respectively. The survival rates and non-recurrence rates after 3 years in the treated group were significantly higher (p = 0.012, 0.005), respectively. It was concluded, therefore, that post-operation hepatic arterial infusion chemotherapy improved the prognosis of the high-recurrence probability group.